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Introduction 

This Visual Arts Policy for St. Joseph’s NS was formulated by the Principal and teaching staff (The 
Arts Group). This plan is for the information of those who work in the school, the Board of 
Management, Department of Education and Skills and any other interested parties in the school 
community. The plan will be ratified by the Board of Management after it has been approved by 
staff and parents. 

Mandatory Artwork/Art Appreciation to be completed by teachers each year  

Teachers must print out Appendix 1 (pg.16) for their classroom/notes. Appendix 1 details a list of 
two artists that are required to be studied by each class level each year. Along with the two artists 
that must be covered each year a teacher can chose to cover other artists as long as they are not 
noted in Appendix 1 to be studied in a higher class level – i.e. a teacher in 3rd class can not study 
the artists noted for 4th, 5th and 6th classes. 

Teachers must also print out Appendix 2 (pg. 17) for their classroom/notes. Appendix 2 details 
local art that must be covered each year by class level.  Class teachers will bring their class to visit the 
local area indicated in Appendix 2 and the children will produce a piece of artwork either there or 
take photos of the place and produce the artwork back in the classroom based on their visit. 

Rationale 

Our school mission statement emphasises the uniqueness of each child in our school, the 
importance of developing each child’s unique talents and the need to develop creative thinking. On 
this basis we believe as a staff that a good visual arts programme is central to the achievement of this 
mission.  

 This plan was formulated to provide for creative and aesthetic experiences through exploring, 
investigating, inventing, designing and making in a range of media. It promotes observation and 
ways of seeing and helps the child to acquire sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world and to 
aesthetic experience. 

Aims 

Through engaging with a variety of the visual arts activities, as outlined in the primary school 
curriculum, our aim is that each child in our school will begin to: 

1. Develop an awareness of the elements of art as they exist in the environment and as they can 
be used in the child’s own art. 

2. Develop a variety of art skills and techniques in order to effectively engage in the process of 
making art. 

3. Engage in the process of making art, in both 2D and 3D forms. 
4. Develop a critical awareness of the child’s own art, the art of classmates and of a variety of 

artists. 
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Objectives 

1. In every class in our school the children will be given opportunities to explore and 
experiment with: 

 A variety of drawing tools 

 Paint and colour materials 

 Printing materials 

 Natural clay and other modelling materials 

 Construction materials 

 Fabrics and fibres 

 Learning the techniques as outlined in the curriculum 
 

2. In every class they will be afforded opportunities to visually represent their experiences, their 
observations and their imaginary worlds using all of these materials. 

3. In every class they will be afforded opportunities to plan their own work, to execute their 
own work, to discuss their own work and to display it for a variety of audiences through 
talk, discussion and brainstorming activities. 

4. In every class they will be given opportunities to look at and respond to art/art images from 
a variety of times, places, cultures, and genres- through oral language, images and writing. 

Content 

Our Visual Arts Curriculum is divided into six ‘strands’ or sections recommended in the Primary 
School Visual Arts Curriculum.  These six strands are: 

1. Drawing 
2. Paint and Colour 
3. Print 
4. Clay 
5. Construction 
6. Fabric and Fibre 

The children will experience all six strands in each school year. Each strand’s activities are 
interrelated and involve perceiving and exploring the visual world and making art and looking and 

responding to the visual world and works of art. This results in the Making Art and Looking and 

Responding structure in each strand.  

These activities are informed on by the Art elements: line, shape, form, colour and tone, pattern and 

rhythm, texture and spatial organisation. In choosing thematic content, it is advised to draw on the 
children’s experience, imagination, observation and curiosity. 

 

Methodologies and Approaches 

Guided Discovery is considered the appropriate teaching method for Visual Arts.  
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 It allows the pupils to explore the expressive potential of various media and experiment 
with them and assess their suitability for a given task. 

 To cultivate their own artistic interpretation of the world. 

  To observe their visual environment. 

  To appraise artists’ works. 

It is important that the teacher understands children’s stages of Development in Art, can gauge 
their ability and can challenge them accordingly. An awareness of a broad range of imagery in 
children’s work and in Art in general is very necessary. Exposure to work from different eras, 

traditions and cultures as well as the Western Classical Tradition is needed. Emphasis on process 
rather than product and on practice and progression will encourage creativity.  It will result in 
sequentially structured activities increasing in complexity and developing from previous experience. 
There will also be a need to use activities from different levels with a class in order to allow for its 
range of ability and experience. 
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DRAWING 

Children in all classes in our school will be given opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with age-appropriate drawing materials and tools. 

 Work with drawing tools on a range of surfaces. 

 Make drawings based on their experiences. 

 Make drawings based on their observations. 

 Make drawings based on their imaginations. 

 Talk about and write about their drawings and those of their peers. 

 Look at and respond to drawings by artists. 

 Develop an awareness of the elements of art through engaging with drawing activities. 
 

What will vary, as the child progresses through the school, will be: 

 The style of the drawing, depending on the child’s stage of development. 

 The content of the drawing, depending on the child’s interests. 

 The drawing tools to be used, depending on age appropriateness. 

 

Drawing Tools Sequence of Progression 

Infants: 

 Large crayons and white and coloured chalks. 

 Varieties of pencils (2B, 4B and 6B) and colouring pencils. 

 Felt tipped pens and markers. 

 Fingers and body parts, sand. 

 

1sST AND 2ND 

 All of the above + finer crayons, pencils, markers and charcoal pencils. 

 

3RD AND 4TH 

 All of the above and compressed charcoal and chalk pastels. 

 

5TH AND 6TH 

 All of the above and oil pastels, stick charcoal and drawing inks or pens. 
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PAINT AND COLOUR 

Children in all classes in our school will be given opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a range of age appropriate paint and colour materials. 

 Work with these materials on a range of surfaces. 

 Use paint and colour to depict their own experiences. 

 Use paint and colour to record their observations. 

 Use paint and colour to represent their own imaginings. 

 Talk about their own work and the work of other children in paint and colour. 

 Look at and respond to how artists work in paint and colour. 

 Develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging with paint and colour 
materials. 

 
Work in colour may often be representational (paint a picture of) but in exploring colour the 
emphasis may often be on pattern, mixing colour or abstract. Representational work will vary as the 
child progresses through the school.  
 
As in drawing, the work will vary: 

  In style, depending on stages of development. 
  In content, depending on interests at different ages.   
 In materials, depending on age appropriateness.  

 
 
Some of the materials already outlined for drawing are also included under the heading of paint 
and colour. Paint and colour are naturally linked to all the other strands, for example, add colour to 
a piece of pottery or to a construction.  
 
The curriculum recommends that in the main children should work with primary colours and with 
black and white, so that they are learning to mix colour in all activities. Care must be taken that we 
are using appropriate colour.  
 
 
Paint and Colour Techniques Sequence of Progression 
 
There are lots of different techniques to explore in this strand.  
 
These might include:  

 Techniques such as torn paper painting, linked to print.  
 Painting with tools other than a brush or fingers, combs, twigs, and so on.  
 Painting on different surfaces, for example, wet papers, fabrics, and so on.  
 Paper tie-and-dye and batik, washing and resisting techniques. 
 Exploring the qualities of different types of paints, poster, powder, acrylic, oil, emulsion, 

inks, fabric paints, silk paints, ceramic paints, slips.  
 Adding other materials to paint to change the way it behaves, pastes, glue, sand, sugar.  
 Working with coloured papers and cards, collage, montage, mosaic.  
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PRINT 
In every class in our school children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a variety of printing tools and materials. 
 Exploring the variety of age appropriate print-making techniques as outlined in the 

Revised Primary Curriculum 1999, printing with found objects, mono printing, block 
printing, stencilling and impressed printing. 

 Use these print making techniques to represent their experiences, observations and 
imagination. 

 Look at and respond to their own print making efforts, to print in everyday use, to print 
in the environment and to prints created by artists. 

 Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with print making 
material. 

Print Techniques Sequence of Progression 
Infants: 

 Print with found objects, one colour. 
 Print with found objects, using a variety of colours. 
 Print with found objects, making patterns. 
 Print with found objects, overprinting. 
 Make simple impressed prints, clay blocks, polystyrene. 
 Print with natural objects, fruit and vegetables. 
 Print using simple mask outs. 
 Fold over printing. 
 Taking prints from finger paintings. 

1ST AND 2ND Classes, all of the above plus: 
 Print with found objects, begin to create an image. 
 Various rubbings. 
 Combining rubbed papers to create collages. 
 Further explore overprinting. 
 Continue with simple impressed printing. 
 Make simple relief prints, for example, wood block prints with draught excluder. 
 Simple stencilling, spray or sponge painting. 
 Wax resist work. 

3RD AND 4TH Classes, all of the above plus: 
 Print more complex representational images using found objects. 
 Create more complex impressed and relief prints, for example string blocks. 
 Multiple stencil work. 
 Mono printing techniques. 
 Wax crayon transfers 
 Designing and printing posters, for example, use a letter press. 

5Th and 6TH Classes, all of the above plus: 
 Refine skills in all of the above techniques. 
 Photograms 
 Photography projects. 
 Pictorial rubbings. 
 Silk screen printing experiments. 
 Printing onto fabric. 
 More advanced techniques in impresses and relief printing, for example, lino prints. 
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CLAY 
In every class in our school, children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Experiment with natural clay and clay tools. 

 Experience with learning about age appropriate pottery techniques as outlined in the 
Revised Primary Curriculum 1999. 

 Use clay/pottery techniques as a medium for representing their experiences, 
observations and imagination. 

 Explore a variety of other materials such as play dough and bulk maché to develop their 
concept of form. 

 Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with clay. 

 Look at and talk about their own work and the work of other children. 

 Look at and respond to pottery and ceramics. 
Clay Techniques Sequence of Progression 
Infants 

 Exploring and experimenting with clay, play dough, marla. 

 Make forms in clay, flat and standing. 

 Suggest a subject using clay. 

 Surface mark making. 

 Mixed media pieces. 

 Pull apart and join clay. 
1ST AND 2ND Classes 

 Make sturdy figures from imagination. 

 Play with joining and balancing cubes and oblongs of clay. 

 Simple pottery, thumb and pinch pottery. 

 Joining these together with slip. 

 Decorating clay slabs with incision, draw into clay. 

 Make low relief tiles 
 

3RD AND 4TH Classes 
 Refine joining skills, score, slip, mould sequence. 

 Make pinch pots and coil pots, adding incised, relief or colour decoration. 

 Using joined pots to create models. 

 Make more refined sturdy figures to represent experience, imagination or observation. 

 Make theme based clay structures. 

 Make clay tiles with relief or coil and pellet decoration. 

 Make incised jewellery 

 Create form with allied materials, for example papier maché. 
5TH AND 6TH Classes 

 Make models of the human head and human figure. 

 Build clay around support structures e.g. wire frames and containers. 

 Explore other types of pottery, for example, slab pottery. 
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CONSTRUCTION 
In every class in our school, children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a wide range of construction materials. 

 Play with construction games and toys 

 Make imaginative structures to represent their experiences, observations and 
imagination. 

 Make art work in two-dimensional construction. 

 Look at and respond to their own constructions and to group constructions. 

 Look at and respond to natural and built constructions and to sculpture. 

 Develop concepts about the elements or art through working with construction 
materials. 

 
Construction Techniques Sequence of Progression 
Infants 

 Free play with construction games and toys – with lots of discussion. 

 Making and decorating constructions from found materials. 

 Making stabiles. 

 Simple mask-making. 

 Simple collage and montage. 

 Looking and discussing constructions in the immediate environment, for example 
furniture. 

 
1ST And 2ND Classes 

 Make and decorate simple representational models. 

 Make simple dioramas. 

 Use found materials to construct imaginative toys and other structures. 

 Make more complex collage and montage. 

 Make simple mosaics. 

 Look at and respond to local buildings. 

 Look at and respond to natural constructions. 
 
3RD AND 4TH Classes 

 Make drawings, maps etc, of both natural and built constructions. 

 Make more complex models. 

 Make relief sculptures. 

 Use papier maché in constructions. 

 Make mobiles. 

 Use more complex constructions materials e.g. wire, wood, bandaging etc. 

 Look at and respond to the work of the famous architects. 
 
5TH And 6TH Classes 

 Free standing paper sculpture e.g. origami 

 Make a model with moving/working parts and integrate with work in Science. 
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 Design an imaginative building. 

 Look at the constructions of sculptures. 
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FABRIC AND FIBRE 
In every class in our school, children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a variety of fabric and fibres. 

 Change the surface of fabrics. 

 Create new fabrics 

 Construct with fabric and fibres 

 Use fabrics and fibres to represent their own experiences, observations and imagination. 

 Look at and respond to their own work in fabric and fibres, to the work of other 
children and to artists’ work in fabric and fibres. 

 Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with fabrics and fibres. 
 
Fabric and Fibre Techniques Sequence of Progression 
Infants: 

 Deconstruct fabrics. 

 Add to an open weave fabric such as hessian. 

 Make simple collages on card backgrounds. 

 Sorting fabrics for texture. 

 Invent a costume and dress up. 

 Look at and talk about types of fabric and clothing. 
 
1ST AND 2ND Classes, all of the above plus: 

 Weave into an open weave fabric such as hessian. 

 Draw, paint or print onto fabrics using crayons, chalks, paints or inks. 

 Begin to invent stitches in a simple collage. 

 Explore tying and knotting. 

 Make more complex collages, abstract or representational. 

 Draw on fabric with a thread. 

 Simple puppetry e.g. sock puppets 

 Use a simple card loom for weaving. 

 Inventing for complex costumes. 
 
3RD AND 4TH Classes, all of the above plus: 

 Decorative stitching – simple embroidery, drawing with fibres. 

 Collage and appliqué work. 

 Simple knitting and crochet. 

 Using a weaving board or simple loom. 

 Making soft toys. 

 Simple printing onto fabric, stencilling or block printing. 

 Dying fabrics, for example, tie and dye. 

 Costume design. 

 The science of fabric and fibre, integrate with materials from the Science Curriculum. 
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5TH AND 6TH Classes, all of the above plus: 
 Experiments with batik, for example flour batik. 

 More complex printing, for example, silkscreen prints. 

 More complex colouring techniques, for example silk painting. 

 Combining techniques to create tapestries, wall hangings and so on. 

 Making more complex toys and puppets. 

 Experiments with different forms of stitchery. 

 Costume design, fashion and the history of fashion. 
 

Classroom Planning 

Each class teacher will be responsible for designing a yearly programme that ensures that each child 
in his/her care regularly experiences art activities using a variety of materials outlined above. To 
ensure this, each teacher may decide to plan to explore a particular theme each term and different 
aspects of this theme will be explored using a different material. The yearly programme must ensure 
that the child covers all strands of The Arts Curriculum. 

On occasion, seasonal and festival themes will be explored using a variety of art materials. 

 

Managing Art Resources 

Each class teacher will ensure that her/his classroom is equipped with the basic art materials as 
follows: 

 Basic drawing tools. 

 A variety of papers and card. 

 Paint in the primary colours. 

 Paint palettes and colour mixing trays. 

 A supply of good quality paint brushes. 

 Scissors, glue and glue sticks. 

A central store of other art materials for shared use among all teachers will be kept in teachers 
classrooms and a record of where they are kept will be posted in the Staff Room.  

These materials will include: 

 Printing ink and printing rollers. 

 Clay tools and clay boards. 

 Fabric scissors and shears. 

 Shared fabrics such as Hessian. 

 Books about art and artists (Staff Room) 
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Teachers who use these materials must replace them in good order and inform the teacher housing 
them in their room if stocks of any materials are in short supply.  

Assessment and Record Keeping 

Each teacher will ensure that s/he is working with all strands of the curriculum. Teachers should 
create a portfolio (photographic/video/actual work) to store samples of their work. Informal teacher 
observation will be the main tool used by the teacher in assessing the children’s work. These 
observations should concentrate on our four stated aims: 

 Is the child developing an awareness of art elements? 

 Is the child developing good skills and techniques? 

 Is the child developing confidence in using his own ideas (process)? 

 Is the child looking at and responding to art well? 

Teacher s’ observations will be reported to parents and included in end of year reports. 

 

Timetable 

In every class in our school, each child will receive a minimum of one hour of Visual Arts 
Education per week. The breadth of the subject and its practical nature should also be taken into 
account when allocating time. Blocked time for project work, for integrated studies or for exploring 
a particular aspect of the programme may sometimes be an efficient way of managing time. Teachers 
who wish to use some discretionary time in which to extend the one-hour period allotted to Visual 
Arts may do so as required. 

 

Display 

Each class should have access to display boards/areas in their classroom and in the greater school 
area, e.g. along the corridors. Every child should have his work displayed regularly during the year 
and discussion of art displays should be viewed as part of the Visual Arts Programme. When 
opportunity allows, children’s art work should be displayed in the greater community or on the 
front monitor. 

 

Children with Special Needs/Diversity 

We acknowledge that each individual child has particular needs and all are at different stages of 
their personal development. We also recognise that some children with special needs may function 
at a younger stage to their peers. Children with co-ordination problems may have particular 
difficulties with grip and control of certain media such as scissors.  Every attempt, often with the 
valued assistance of additional staff (SNA), will be made to ensure that every child’s experience of 
the Visual Arts Curriculum is maximised. 
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Equality of Participation and Access 

We promote the needs of all pupils regardless of ability, culture, gender or aptitude. Quality work to 
the best of the children’s ability is the target for everyone. Every child will have access to all Visual 
Art activities provided by the school and lack of financial resources on behalf of the child will not 
hinder their participation. 

 

Linkage and Integration 

Every attempt will be made to link the various strands of the Visual Arts Curriculum and to 
integrate the other subject areas with Visual Arts, where appropriate.  This will be facilitated by each 
teacher planning their yearly scheme in Visual Arts using a thematic approach. 

English (Story, Poetry, Oral Language): Clay, Looking and Responding. 

Gaeilge, English, History, Geography, Music:  Drawing, Paint and Colour, Print. 

Maths (2D and 3D Constructions; Shape and Space): Construction, Print. 

History, Geography: Looking and responding to the work of artists, examples of local architecture. 

Drama: Fabric and Fibre (costume design, puppets), Construction (dioramas)  

 

Staff Development 

Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, shared art and computer equipment. 
All staff members are encouraged to suggest additional resources which may be required, review 
new resources or bring new methodologies to the attention of staff. Teachers are encouraged to 
attend in-service courses and to share the expertise acquired at these courses. When needed, time is 
allocated at staff meetings to discuss aspects of the Visual Arts Curriculum. Teachers work together 
to maximise children’s learning e.g. teachers sharing the teaching of the Visual Arts Curriculum 
and other subject areas or other aspects of the Visual Arts Curriculum. 

 

Communication to Parents 

Parents will be kept informed about projects/tours in which the children may be involved and 
about children’s usage of the internet and computer for the Visual Arts, through notes home 
and/or the school newsletter. Requests may be made of parents for the collection of junk materials 
and fabric scraps which can be used during the art class. Parents with particular expertise in any 
area of the Visual Arts Curriculum (artists, architects, photographers, fashion designers), and who 
would like to be involved in visual art activities or contribute their knowledge/skills will always be 
welcomed by the staff. 
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Use of ICT 

Information and communication technology may be integrated with Visual Arts through the use of 
the school computer, digital camera, photo-copier, digital video-camera, DVDs, CDs, and the 
internet.  Software programmes such as Paint and Draw programmes and MS Publisher are 
available as well as websites dedicated to famous artists, websites for educational art resources, 
websites for professional development and websites which provide links to famous art galleries for 
virtual tours. A list of suitable websites is contained in the Visual Arts Resource Folder in the 
staffroom. 

 

Local Opportunities 

Every effort will be made to link the Visual Arts Curriculum with local places of interest, pieces of 
architecture, art galleries and community arts initiatives. Third Class will visit Kilcock Gallery each 
year.  Appendix 2 lists local sites in Kilcock that each class must visit each year and below are some 
other ideas: 

 Looking and responding to local examples of Architecture and/or sculpture:  Maynooth 
Castle, Trim Castle, St. Coca’s Church, Kilcock, Castletown House (Celbridge), Kildare 
County Council Offices (Naas). 

 Visits to Art Galleries: Kilcock Art Gallery, Irish Museum of Modern Art (IMMA), 
National Gallery and the National Museum of Ireland (Collins Barracks). 

 Participating in Local Arts Programmes such as the ‘I Am an Artist’ Initiative operated 
by Kildare County Council. 

 Inviting local artists to come to the school and discuss their art with the children. 

 Integrating the Visual Arts Programme with school drama performances at Christmas, 
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, First Holy Communion and Confirmation Ceremonies, 
Green Schools Programme and other school projects that arise. 

 

School Policy on Art Competitions 

It is Saint Joseph’s NS school policy that it will not participate in art competitions or colouring 
competitions which are commercially driven and which seek to promote a particular product or 
service. 
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Health and Safety 

All teachers should follow the safety guidelines set out in the school’s Health and Safety Policy. 
Care and attention should be given to the following: 

  Art materials used should be non-toxic including fungicide free wallpaper paste. 

 Structured skills development in the correct use of scissors and strict supervision when 
using cutting and clay tools.  

 Sharp fabric shears or craft knives should only be used by the class teacher. 

 Access to and transport of art equipment. 

 Amount of space for children to engage in art activities. 

 Hidden dangers if children are moving around the classroom. 

 Ventilation of the classrooms. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The principal and the leadership team will co-ordinate the progress of the Visual Arts Plan and 
encourage and accept feedback on its implementation. All teachers will be invited and encouraged 
to inform the Leadership Team of any amendments they think should be made to the policy. Each 
teacher is responsible for implementing this policy with his/her own class.   

 

Ratification and Communication 

Parents and staff are welcome to view this policy prior to ratification by the BOM on 3rd November 2020 

Adopted by BOM on  3rd November 2020. 

Chairperson BOM: ______________________. 
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Appendix 1  

 Artists (Irish and International) to be studied annually  

 

Class Artist Links 

Junior Infants Matisse https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-

is/who-henri-matisse 

Fiona Roche http://www.fionarocheartist.ie/ 

Senior Infants Andy 

Goldsworthy 

http://www.artnet.com/artists/andy-

goldsworthy/ 

Eoin O’Connor https://eoinoconnor.com/ 

First Class Kandinsky https://www.wassilykandinsky.net/ 

Audrey Hamilton https://www.audreyhamiltonart.com/ 

Second Class Van Gogh  https://www.vangoghgallery.com/ 

Carla Daly http://www.carladalyart.ie/ 

Third Class Picasso https://www.pablopicasso.org/ 

Philip Treacy https://www.philiptreacy.co.uk/en 

Fourth Class Mondrian https://www.piet-mondrian.org/ 

Orla Kiely https://orlakiely.com/ 

Fifth Class Andy Warhol https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-

is/who-andy-warhol 

Francis Bacon https://www.francis-bacon.com/ 

Sixth Class LS Lowry https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/l-s-

lowry-1533 

Yeats https://www.nationalgallery.ie/jack-b-

yeats-1871-1957 
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Appendix 2 

Local Art to be covered annually  

Class teachers will bring their class to visit the local area indicated in the table 

below and the children will produce a piece of artwork either there or take 

photos and produce the artwork back in the classroom based on their visit. 

 

Class Local Art 

Junior Infants School Art, pebble dash 

 

Senior Infants School Art, leaf art 

 

1st Class Canal Art 

 

2nd Class Church Art (stained glass) 

 

3rd Class Visit to Kilcock Gallery 

Square Shop Fronts * 

 

4th Class Bridges in Kilcock – try to include the 4 

parallel lines of road, rail, canal & river 

 

5th Class Old graveyard near St. Coca’s Church 

 

6th Class Little Church over the Meath Bridge 

 

 

*As 3rd class visit Kilcock Art Gallery each year they may want to base their local art 

on that visit (shop fronts are optional). 

 


